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SEEKING INSPIRATION FROM
KING CHULALONGKORN

On October 23, Thailand celebrated the life
of King Chulalongkorn - considered one of the
greatest kings in the history of Thailand. Among
his many accomplishments, he is also known as
the 'Father of Thai Railways" This is an
inspiring account of how he got this title.

In the second half of the 19th century,
Siam was always at threat of colonization by
several Furopean countries. To counter this,
King Chulalongkorn worked to modernize his
country. He cleverly learned from his
adversaries and made political alliances with
many different European countries. In 18v1, at
the age of 18, the voung King Chulalongkorn
made an official visit to Fava lo see recent
innovations with the new railway line between
Batavia (Fakarta) and Semarang constructed by
the Dutch colonial government. Then In 1872,
King Chulalongkorn traveled to India (o
understand the [unctioning of the English
colonial government, visiting several Indian
cities by train. He saw clearly the importance of
railways and saw how they contributed to nation
building, military presence, and economic
development of the countries. He soon developed
his vision of creating a railway network in Siam.

Several European countries had offered to assist in
building a railway system. But King Chulalongkorn
saw that the offer was made to extend their influence
in Siam. Using his many different alliances, King
Chulalongkorn decided to go it alone, hiring
independent western engineers from several European
countries instead - nol allowing any one nationality
to control the system. This strategy developed local
competence for railways in Thailand. In 1891, the King
inaugurated the construction of the first railway from
Bangkok to Paknam. From then onwards till the end of
his life, King Chulalongkorn presided over the
construction and inauguration of the Khorat Line,
Northern Line, Eastern Lines, and the Southern Lines.

Siam was one of the few Asian countries that was
never colonized - due to the enterprising leadership of
King Chulalongkorn. His vision of Thai railways is one
of the reasons why Siam continued to prosper as an
independent kingdom. As a local Engineering and
Service company in modern day Thailand, there are
several lessons for us to learn from the life of King
Chulalongkorn - continuous learning, making
friendship with all ncluding our adversaries,
developing a vision of the [ulure, and crealing the
right strategy for implementation that boosts our
independence.
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